
Christmas is over and we come once again to the beginning of Ordinary Time and the Word of 

God today brings us to the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  He leaves the quiet of family life 

in Nazareth and will begin to be seen and heard by a greater public.   

And within the Gospels it is the role of John the Baptist to help get Jesus launched.  He baptizes 

our Lord; he declares that Jesus is the long-expected Messiah; he points the first disciples in 

Jesus’ direction; and today he declares that Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins 

of the World.”  “The Lamb of God.”  What does that mean?  We say it at every Mass.  Just 

before we receive communion the priest, holds up the consecrated host, the Body of Jesus and 

says, 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those who are 

called to the Wedding Feast of the Lamb.”   

In preparing for this homily I was listening to Bishop Barron’s sermon for today and he asked 

the same question.  He stated that in an informal survey he inquired of Catholics what does it 

mean to say that Jesus is the “Lamb of God”.  He claimed that most responses had to do with 

Jesus being like a lamb-gentle, kind and innocent.  Jesus is gentle like a lamb.  

But in such a response we are missing something.  What would John the Baptist have meant by 

the Lamb of God?  Those who were listening to him what would have they understood?  

They would have immediately understood the title in terms of sacrifice, an offering to God.  The 

term would immediately be connected to the Passover.  The sacrifice of the Passover Lamb, the 

blood of the Passover lamb protected the people of Israel from the angel of death on the night 

of the last plague inflicted on Egypt, the death of the first born.  The blood of the Lamb, saved 

the people from death and ultimately freed the people from slavery-delivered them from 

bondage. 

So, the Lamb- meant sacrifice, the Passover lamb meant liberation from slavery and then John 

the Baptist adds, “Who takes away the sins of the world.”  Here John the Baptist is giving 

context to this expression, “The Lamb of God.” It is the sacrifice of Jesus that will take away the 

sins of the world.  It is Jesus, the new Passover Lamb, who will free us from the bondage to sin.   

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist is pointing out Jesus.  You have come to hear my word, but 

there is someone greater than I.  You have come to receive my baptism but there is one who 

will baptism you with the Holy Spirit.   

During Christmas the scriptures help us to reflect on who Jesus is.  He is the Messiah, the Lord, 

the Son of God.  John the Baptist’s declaration- “Behold the Lamb of God” points us in the 

direction of his mission.  Jesus is the Messiah, the Lord, the Son of God but is also the one who 

will die on the cross for the salvation of the world.   For he is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the world.   


